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;—By Geor"e Lardner J r.’
5 ‘and Edward ‘Walsh,
WushmxtorvPoqt Sta:t Wﬂters .
, Presxdent Carter’ attempte, o, seize
the mmauve in the' Blllv Carter affaxr
yesterday hy-announcing. ‘that.he is., ea—-
.~ ger to testify in person before: ‘Sen-
ate subcommittee mvestldatm hi_s:
brother’s ties to Libya.. .- &
“Inan afternoon announcemen from
" the White House televised live by the
three networks,.the presidenf said he;
wants to appear before the subcom-
mittee “at .the earliest opportumty,_
adding, “the sooner the better.” - .
_ Carter said a detailed Whlte House
report with-supporting documents- on.
“.the case, requested by the subcommit-
ke tee ‘yesterday;-will’ be submitted to the
Senate ‘panel and:will be made public’

Carter saxd that~once. the report’is:

“made public he wilt hold: a nationally;
televised. news conference to answer
*‘questions on the case, “even if the sub-
commlttee IS not prepar d: at.“that.

f‘Ihat will ;almost. certamly be ‘the

3 [ case next: week accordlnﬂ to the. sub-
" committee’s - :chai Birch
iBayh (D-Ind.)
%I don’t see .
-hear the: presxdent "if he. voluntaruy
wants to .come-: orward\at' given.
“ time,”™ Bayh- said, yesterday. But "he-
«added that ‘he.did ;not’think ‘the: sub-
.«commrttee should:seek his’; testlmony
“befor-> a.l*the‘ewdence ‘and 2ll.the
Y accumulated vy

s.,
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i first time: he- has ;dlscussed the case in.
V7 pubhc, was th {White: ‘House’ Yesponse’
) equests -for- records;

matter ]

: Bayh’s suhcom ittee ask : ;
'White.. House_ to produce by Fnday
. %'records and~ other nformation relat-]
: ing to Libya’s: attempts “to"influence
. _U S. policy; Billy Carter’s relatnonshlp"
J:with .the™ government ‘of “Libya,’ ‘the |
i *Justice: Department’s mvestlvatlon of-
""that relationship.. and * contacts’ be-.
Eween the White- House and the Jus-

¢ Sxmﬂarrequests were-m k
S subcommittee. ‘yesterday..to the State

tice Department relating to. the inves-|

STAT

Justxce,, Ener y and Commerce de-
partments, and the CIA, the \Iatronal
Securx‘y AZency and the FBL: . '\

~:White ‘House press secretary “Jody!
Powell said he.expects :that most of
‘the government ° agencies “will ha»e
—thexr ‘reports ready for the subcom-|
{ mittee about the _same time: the White
-House ‘report is=- submxtted to the
’ panel early next_ week. : AT
“powell alse’ said-he “aSsnmes” that i
all unclassified’ documentsrbearing on-
the case~would be’ made public-along;
with“the report..-He said .this. would
include the written.item the presrdont
~found m his records of-a-“brief: dis-
“cussion” of . his. brother’s- Jcase’ with
sAttorney General BenJ mx R wa-
1ett1 on.June YL:Ziimes -
e After days of assertlons 'that thexe
 had~ -béen no’ contnct*’between ‘the
‘White: Housé ‘and’. ‘the: Justice™ Depart—

-ment on -the: Billy. Carteri case;* Cth
letti” last,.week. acknowledged, aiter;
“the pre51dent found the record of the
conversation; that it had ‘oecurred, ac-
cordmd to Whlte House officials. ~ ¢
_i@arter told-aigroup of House mem::
.bers last: mdht ‘that heiwill not -ask:
for Crvllettrs resignation: and - -does:
not expe(.t‘ ‘him jto resign;. -according
to" “Rep.; Mary. RoseOakar (D-Ohio);:
one-of.about 22 juniar: Democrats atﬂ
the White : House meetmg. Tty :
: qnestron that, was: riot;" ansrvered
eyesterday $-: ~announcement

the. tesxdent»xs,wulmg to ap-

commltt a o panel formally
asks;’to“ "Gudstion: *the‘* president.” *He~
“said ‘the- White. Housex -did-not: ‘antici-,
.pate difficulty:in. reachmd agreement
with. the subcommxttee on the mech
s zl

]0!‘ pontlcal groblern for:] White :
-House after the disclosure. earlier ‘this®
month_that the presxdent’s brother
had acéepted $220,000 in what he char-.
acterized "as loans from the govem—
ment of Libya. - st iiih e

After a lengthy Justice Department
investigation, Billy Carter reluctantly
.agreed to register as an agent of the
leyan ‘government, as. Tequired by.
law. Since the disclosute of the loans

-in. the -registration ‘statement’ — a:

-characterization..the : Just.\ce Degart-

ment dlsputes __ the White House has:
been besieged with questions about.
possible interference in the Justice in-
vestigation and about-the president’s
xnowledge of the extent of his broth-
er’s ties to a foreign government. .
The controversy has throwr Carter
and his aides on the defensive, -and
could hardly -have come. at a worse
time for them. It bas added fuel 'to
the effort by Sen. Edward M. Ken--
nedy (D-Mass.)’ and other Democrats-
“to deny. Carter -renomination at the
;Democratlc :National Conventlon,
{which convenes in New York City in
i Tess than two wee&s . el
Yesterday, - “the \V’hlte HOUse
launched 2 political counteroffensive’
with .the clear.intent of_ smothering -
the controversy before the convention
with an all-out display:of pr esidential
candor and openness. While it may be
weeks- before the subcommittee is
ready to hear from him, the president
clearly hopes that the news confer-
ence he will hold on the subject next:
week will guiet public agitation over
the case’ and diminish the importance |
. attached to 'any later hearmﬁ con-
. ducted in' the Senate. -, ;
Carters aopearance before televx-
sion cameras ‘in-the . White - . House;
press briefing room yesterday ‘was hrs
opening move to take the offenslve
"« have no-doubt,” he-said, " that‘
complete disclosure of the facts' will
clearly demonstrate that ‘at no‘time
did my brother influence me. in- my
‘@ecisions toward Libya or the "policies
of this government concerning Libya,
and I am convinced that the facts will
make cleacr that neither I nor, anyone
acting in my behalf ever soudht to in-
fluence or to interfere in the investi-|
gation ‘of my hrother by the; Depart-
ment of Justice: - ~#: 2 e 2
" Discussing the subcomxmttee s
vestexday Bayh- smd e woul

" cail Civiletti as one of the su ommxt-
tee’s first witnesses next: week but ‘he
acknowledded - that -this ‘may:“not~ ‘be
-feasible.”- !
Clvxhettr 158 e
‘Thursday for an American “Bar Associ-
-ation ,conventiona in Hawau ‘and vo
from there to ‘Australia. s = :
“At. its first formal meetxn" b
‘day afternoon” the-‘Senate” subcormit-
tee authorized Bayh'-and. Vice -Chair-
‘man : Strom’ -Thurmond :“(R-S.C.): ‘to3
search for a-prestigious outside coun:
sel to direct the nvestigaion.: For:the
moment, it is-relying on Senate’ legalk
_counsel Mlchael Davidson and; deputy
legal counsel Robert Kelley.. ; 1.* =+
Sen. .Bob Dole (Rlxzm) suggested
that. the hiring of ‘a” chief . counsel
come: first, .but. Bayh. said  he. felt’
strongly that. the: mvestwatmn should’
begin forththh with prelumnary
hearings. :yn,e s e e-¢.~mmn—-1'»*‘4 j
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